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Reflection tool

This tool can be used as a discussion starter around assessment practices and also as a vehicle to share powerful assessment practices in your school.

Use this reflection as a discussion starter around assessment practices and as a vehicle to share powerful assessment approaches in your school.

Task
1. Read the reflection below.

2. Take 10 minutes to write a short reflection on your assessment approaches.

3. Share your reflection with a colleague.

4. Which assessment approaches do you find are most powerful for:
· planning for future learning? (assessment for learning)
· sharing a conversation with a student about their learning? (assessment as learning)
· assessing what has been learnt? (assessment of learning) 

5. From you discussion, note down a strategy you would like to try in your classroom to make assessment more powerful to improve student learning.

6. Agenda some time in a future meeting to share these assessment experiences. Document these experiences to build up a set of highly effective assessment practices for students and teachers in your school.
A teacher’s reflection on assessment practice

“As a teacher I assessed my students using formative and summative approaches. That is, assessment for learning, assessment as learning and assessment of learning, on a regular basis but never truly discovered the power of formative assessment. 
Formative assessment approaches I used included rubrics, self-reflection and comprehension tests which informed me of future direction for classroom curriculum planning - assessment for learning. 

Some of these assessment practices were powerful assessments. They matched the task, informed me, acted as evidence of student learning and allowed me to complete student reports. However, I never uncovered the true power of these assessments. I hadn’t conversed with students about their work, explained the reasoning behind my judgements, insightfully used the evidence for future individual student learning or assisted students in setting personal learning goals from the assessment evidence. 
I now believe assessment should always be available for both teachers and students to use as a strategy to assist them in learning about how students learn, checking what has been learnt and providing direction for future learning.”
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