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Handout 1.6D Assessment advice
Activity 1.6 Learning, teaching and assessment

Assessment is the ongoing process of gathering, analysing and reflecting on evidence to make informed and consistent judgements to improve future student learning
Purpose of Assessment
Assessment for learning occurs when teachers use inferences about student progress to inform their teaching

Assessment for learning (see Module 3 of the on-line Assessment Professional Learning Modules)

It is frequent, formal or informal (e.g. quality questioning, anecdotal notes, written comments), embedded in teaching and provides clear and timely feedback that helps students in their learning progression.  It provides evidence that informs, or shapes, short term planning for learning (and because it helps shape, or form, learning it is formative assessment).

Assessment as learning occurs when students reflect on and monitor their progress to inform their future learning goals

Assessment as learning (see Module 4 of the on-line Assessment Professional Learning Modules)

It is regularly occurring, formal or informal (e.g. peer feedback buddies, formal self assessment) and helps students take responsibility for their own past and future learning. It builds metacognition as it involves students in understanding the standards expected of them, in setting and monitoring their own learning goals, and in developing strategies for working towards achieving them. (Because it helps shape learning it is formative assessment.)

Assessment of learning occurs when teachers use evidence of student learning to make judgements on student achievement against goals and standards 

Assessment of learning (see Module 2 of the on-line Assessment Professional Learning Modules)

It is usually formal, frequently occurring at the end of units of work where it sums up student achievement at a particular point in time. It is often organised around themes or major projects and judgements may be based on student performance on multi-domain assessment tasks. It has a summative use, showing how students are progressing against the Standards, and a formative use, providing evidence to inform long term planning.
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