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Activity 1.5 Curriculum design
Fundamental to the Victorian Essential Learning Standards is the integrated focus on the three strands to develop deep understanding in learners which can be transferred to new and different circumstances. 

Implementation of the Standards therefore requires an holistic, whole school response. There are many ways in which schools can structure programs.
Integrated approach
Schools may opt to use an integrated approach where one or more disciplines and other relevant domains are combined and addressed through key questions or themes. A number of schools are, for instance, constructing curriculum programs around high level questions. An example of this is the human genome project which draws on a number of disciplines (English, Science, History, etc.) and a range of physical, personal and social and interdisciplinary domains. The role of the school as a whole is to ensure full coverage of the Standards as appropriate to the level involved. 
Discipline-based subjects incorporating other strands
Schools may choose to incorporate the interdisciplinary and physical, personal and social strands of the Standards into existing discipline-based subjects and broaden their focus in this way. For example, teachers of different subjects within an existing curriculum can determine collectively the extent to which other domains are addressed already in their teaching and learning programs (for example, Thinking, ICT, Interpersonal Learning, etc. within English, or History, etc.) and the opportunities to extend this so the full range of relevant standards can be met. Under the leadership of the principal, the school as a whole will then need to ensure appropriate coverage of the Standards across the relevant developmental levels, and that areas of shortfall are addressed. 

Extended projects
Schools may seek to combine all three strands in the context of extended projects that students are to complete. Students in Years 9 and 10 in particular can benefit from extended projects which require them to learn and apply knowledge and skills across many, interrelated domains. For example, students may participate in a comprehensive, extended, city-based project involving significant investigation and research, visiting and interviewing, report writing and presentation of results, and more. As with each example listed above, the school must ensure that students' learning experiences throughout the year will enable them to meet the full range of standards which apply to the level in which they are involved. 

There is, however, no single approach. Schools have responsibility for, and control over, the educational program they develop to enable their students to achieve the standards.
Extract from Victorian Essential Learning Standards Overview- page 13 (http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/VELSoverview.html)
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