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Template 1.3A Stages of learning
Activity 1.3 Victorian Essential Learning Standards  
	Stages of Learning
	Key characteristics of students 
	How does our curriculum reflect this stage of learning?

	What are the gaps?

What needs to be strengthened?

	Early Years

(P-4)

Prep to Year 4 (laying the foundations), where the curriculum focuses on developing the fundamental knowledge, skills and behaviours in literacy and numeracy and basic physical and social capacities which underpin all future learning

	Level 1

Key characteristics of students at this level include: 

· building a sense of belonging

· understanding classroom values and practices

· making connections between school and home

· building positive behaviours

· engaging behaviourally, emotionally and cognitively

· developing curiosity and intrinsic motivation

· expressing ideas and feelings through a variety of artistic forms

· mastering technical skills

· developing physical capacities and an awareness of their own health needs
	
	

	Early Years

(P-4)

Prep to Year 4 (laying the foundations), where the curriculum focuses on developing the fundamental knowledge, skills and behaviours in literacy and numeracy and basic physical and social capacities which underpin all future learning

	Level 2

Key characteristics of students at this level include: 

· taking control of learning process

· becoming an independent reader and writer

· developing basic computational skills

· using imagination and experience to create arts works

· learning to collaborate with peers

· beginning to organise ideas and share thoughts

· becoming more confident physically

· becoming aware of the local community
	
	

	Early Years

(P-4)

Prep to Year 4 (laying the foundations), where the curriculum focuses on developing the fundamental knowledge, skills and behaviours in literacy and numeracy and basic physical and social capacities which underpin all future learning

	Level 3

Key characteristics of students at this level include: 

· broadening their knowledge and interest in a range of disciplinary domains

· developing an awareness of common values

· embodying resilient attitudes to learning and social behaviour

· transforming ideas into objects and systems

· applying independent thinking strategies

· discriminating between the quality of information when forming opinions
	
	

	Middle Years

(5-8)

Years 5 to 8 (building breadth and depth) where students progress beyond the foundations, their literacy and numeracy becomes more sophisticated, and important discipline-based and interdisciplinary capacities are progressively introduced
	Level 4

Key characteristics of students at this level include: 

· assuming leadership responsibilities

· developing self-efficacy skills

· specialising and differentiating between domains

· managing new situations and problem-solving

· learning deeply through extended projects to build flexible thinking and learning strategies

· exploring concepts that allow for several points of view

· demonstrating a preference for more specialised intelligences
	
	

	Middle Years

(5-8)

Years 5 to 8 (building breadth and depth) where students progress beyond the foundations, their literacy and numeracy becomes more sophisticated, and important discipline-based and interdisciplinary capacities are progressively introduced
	Level 5

Key characteristics of students at this level include: 

· developing self-efficacy skills to maintain confidence and a positive attitude 

· developing an individual sense of identity 

· having an awareness of universal ethics and morality, culture and nationhood 

· shifting from the concrete to the conceptual 

· discriminating in terms of value, quality and worth 

· developing an awareness of formal methods of inquiry
	
	

	Later Years

(9-10)

Years 9 and 10 (developing pathways) which constitute a bridge to the post-compulsory years and where students begin to focus more clearly of areas of particular interest related to both their future schooling and intended pathways beyond school while developing their understanding of, and connection to, the community in which they live


	Level 6

Key characteristics of students at this level include: 

· looking towards adulthood 

· making choices about the future 

· having a career orientation 

· employing a range of coping skills 

· increasing differentiation and specialisation across domains 

· building expertise through formal methods of inquiry 

· participating as a community member both within and beyond the school. 


	
	

	Post Compulsory Education and Training 
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