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Handout 1.2B Intentions of the Student Learning initiatives
Read and discuss this information to support the completion of Template 1.2A Data/information analysis for whole school curriculum planning 

The Victorian Essential Learning Standards 

The Victorian Essential Learning Standards describe what is essential for all students to achieve from Years Prep to 10 in Victorian schools. They describe what students should know and be able to do at different stages of learning and provide a clear basis for reporting to parents and for planning programs. 
The Standards are developed within three core and interrelated strands. These outline the knowledge, skills and behaviours all students should acquire if they are to successfully manage themselves and their relations with others, understand the world and act effectively in that world. The three strands are: Physical, Personal and Social learning; Discipline-based Learning; and Interdisciplinary Learning.
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This reference tool (www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/blueprint/fs1/guidelines/phase1/WS/velsWS.asp#ref) is a ready reference that allows teachers to view all the strands, domains and dimensions of the Victorian Essential Learning Standards.
Victorian Essential Learning Standards
	Strand
	Domain
	Dimension

	Physical, Personal and Social Learning
	Health and Physical Education
	Movement and physical activity
Health knowledge and promotion

	
	Interpersonal Development
	Building social relationships
Working in teams

	
	Personal Learning
	The individual learner
Managing personal learning

	
	Civics and Citizenship
	Civics knowledge and understanding 
Community engagement

	Discipline-based Learning
	The Arts 
	Creating and making
Exploring and responding 

	
	English
	Reading
Writing
Speaking and listening 

	
	Languages Other Than English (LOTE)
	Communicating in a language other than English
Intercultural knowledge and language awareness

	
	The Humanities (Economics)
	Economics knowledge and understanding
Economics reasoning and interpretation 

	
	The Humanities (Geography)
	Geographical knowledge and understanding
Geospatial skills

	
	The Humanities (History)
	Historical knowledge and understanding
Historical reasoning and interpretation 

	
	Mathematics
	Number
Space
Measurement, chance and data
Structure
Working mathematically

	
	Science
	Science knowledge and understanding 
Science at work

	Interdisciplinary Learning
	Communication
	Listening, viewing and responding
Presenting 

	
	Design, Creativity and Technology
	Investigating and designing
Producing
Analysing and evaluating

	
	Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
	ICT for visualising thinking 
ICT for creating
ICT for communicating 

	
	Thinking Processes
	Reasoning, processing and inquiry
Creativity
Reflection, evaluation and metacognition


The Principles of Learning and Teaching P - 12
The Principles of Learning and Teaching initiative aims to capture the essence of effective learning and teaching and provide a basis for teachers to review and develop their teaching practices. In particular the Principles of Learning and Teaching P-12 initiative aims to:

· build consistent, comprehensive and improved pedagogical approaches within and across schools, while still allowing flexibility, innovation and local decision making at the school level 

· focus teaching to meet the diverse needs of students 

· strengthen learning communities within and beyond the school. 

The Principles of Learning and Teaching P-12:

1. The learning environment is supportive and productive

2. The learning environment promotes independence, interdependence and self motivation

3. Students' needs, backgrounds, perspectives and interests are reflected in the learning program

4. Students are challenged and supported to develop deep levels of thinking and application

5. Assessment practices are an integral part of teaching and learning

6. Learning connects strongly with communities and practice beyond the classroom

Assessment Advice 
Assessment and Reporting are essential elements of the learning and teaching process and are vital to the way students think about themselves and are engaged in the process of learning.

Assessment is the ongoing process of gathering, analysing and reflecting on evidence to make informed and consistent judgements to improve future student learning. 

Assessment practices can assist students to learn more effectively if they develop students' capacity to reflect on their learning, develop deeper understanding and cultivate higher order thinking skills. Assessment for improved student learning and deep understanding requires a range of assessment practices to be used with three overarching purposes:

· Assessment for learning occurs when teachers use inferences about student progress to inform their teaching. 

· Assessment as learning occurs when students reflect on and monitor their progress to inform their future learning goals. 

· Assessment of learning occurs when teachers use evidence of student learning to make judgements on student achievement against goals and standards.
Reporting Advice 

www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/studentreports/index.htm 
 The Education Principles in the Victorian Essential Learning Standards include:


Learning for all – proceeding on the basis that all students can learn given sufficient time and support, and that good schools and good teaching make a positive different to student outcomes 


Pursuit of excellence – seeking to accomplish something noteworthy and admirable individually and collectively, and performing at one’s best 


Engagement and effort – acknowledging that student ability is only one factor in achievement and that if students work hard and make an effort, they improve 


Respect for evidence – seeking understanding and truth through structured inquiry and the publication of evidence to test and question beliefs 


Openness of mind – being willing to consider a range of different views and consider different ways in which evidence is perceived and solutions can be reached
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