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What’s new 
 

Victoria Legal Aid’s What’s the deal educator’s kit updated – now 
includes module on the Charter of Human Rights 

The July 2009 edition of Victoria Legal Aid’s What’s the deal has just been re-
printed and now includes a module on the Charter of Human Rights. Created 
in partnership with Youthlaw, this unique kit is designed for teachers and 
community educators who want to run fun and engaging lessons for young 
people about their legal rights and responsibilities. All modules include fact 
sheets and ready to use activities.  

As well as ‘Human rights’, other modules include:  

• ‘Authority’ 
• ‘My body’ 
• ‘When things hurt’ 
• ‘Becoming independent’.  

The kit is mapped to the Victorian Essential Learning Standards but is also 
appropriate for any community legal education you or your staff may want to do. 

You can view an electronic copy at www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/803.htm. To order your 
free copy, go to www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/publications.htm or contact Publications at 
publications@vla.vic.gov.au or on 03 9269 0223. 

 

LMERC has obtained many new audiobooks from Louis Braille Audio, including: 

McDonald, Meme (2007) Love like water. Louis Braille Audio, Hawthorn. 

Cathy, Jay, and Margie are all from different places, and all confronted by 
challenges of adjusting to life in Alice Springs. Approximately 9hrs 15mins on eight 
discs, read by Julie Nihill. 

Moloney, James (2008) Kill the possum. Louis Braille Audio, Hawthorn. 

Images from the launch of the 
2009 Cultural Diversity Quest 
exhibition at the Immigration 
Museum. 
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A confronting and moving story of a family’s struggle with domestic violence. 
Shortlisted for the 2009 CBCA Older Readers Book of the Year. LMERC also has 
the book version available. Approximately 6hrs 45mins on six discs, read by 
Stephen Phillips. 

Tulloch, Richard & Denton, Terry (2009) Twisted tales. Louis Braille Audio, 
Hawthorn. 

Humorous and creative variations on six well-known fairy tales. Approximately 1hr 
15mins on 2 discs, read by Richard Tulloch. Includes book. 

 

New LOTE resources 

The Indonesian Language Centre Lihat Ini (2007) DVD. Mandurah, W.A.  

Series of DVDs; each includes a 10 to 20 minute documentary video 
encompassing some aspect of Indonesian life and culture. Each DVD also includes 
a slideshow derived from the documentary. The option of Indonesian language 
voice over is provided.  

Tebak Siapa Aku! (2007) Gramedia Pustaka Utama, Jakarta. 

Series of readers; each focussing on a particular part of an animal’s anatomy (for 
example; tail, nose, feet). Pages have lift-up flaps. 

Stories from Around the World : Shi jie ge di de gu shi (2007) DVD. Bookbox, 
United States. 

Bilingual DVD of animated folktales uses Same Language Subtitling, which has 
been scientifically tested to improve childrens’ language skills. Includes 5 tales, 
narration available in English or Chinese with appropriate subtitling. 

Enchanting Christmas Stories : Mi ren den sheng dan jie gu shi (2007) DVD. 
Bookbox, United States. 

Bilingual DVD of animated Christmas stories uses Same Language Subtitling, 
which has been scientifically tested to improve childrens’ language skills. Includes 
5 tales, narration available in English or Chinese with appropriate subtitling. 

Also new to LMERC are Japanese toys and games, Indonesian masks, and an 
Indonesian batik kit (includes batik sarong, tools, materials, teachers’ notes, and 
‘tjap’ pattern stamp). 

Don’t forget, you can search our online catalogue at: 
http://203.113.210.1/webopac/SearchCriteria.aspx?mode=KeywordSearch 

 

New global education resources 

Eat drink man woman (2003) DVD. Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment. 
Directed by Ang Lee. 

A father finds difficulty communicating with his three daughters. Despite being a 
master chef, his culinary skills are not enough to hold the affections of his 
rebellious daughters. 
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The home song stories (2007) DVD, Film Finance Corporation Australia. Written 
and directed by Tony Ayres. 

A man remembers his childhood and his mother, a Chinese night club singer who 
struggled to survive in Australia with her two children. Duration: 99 minutes. 

Kandahar (2002) DVD, Potential Films. Directed by Mohsen Makhmalbaf. 

Documentary/fiction hybrid gives a record of a young woman’s journey through 
Afghanistan to find her sister. The film gives an insight into Taliban-controlled 
Afghanistan prior to September 11. Duration: 85 minutes. 

The last emperor (2008) DVD, Umbrella. Directed by Benardo Bertolucci. 

An epic account of the life of Pu Yi – the last Chinese emperor – that demonstrates 
what life was like within the Forbidden City. The arrival of a new tutor signals a 
gradual expansion of Pu Yi’s sheltered perspective as he learns about the outside 
world. 2-disc Collector’s Edition includes the Original Theatrical Version (156 
minutes) and the Director’s Cut (209 minutes). 

Turtles can fly (2005) DVD. IFC Films. Directed by Bahman Ghobadi. 

In a village on the border between Iran and Turkey, a 13-year-old boy must find a 
satellite dish so that the villagers can keep informed of the US invasion of Iraq. 
Duration: 98 minutes. 

Smith, Sue Erica & Seah, Serena (2008) Discovering Buddha  : lessons for 
primary school. Buddhist Council of Victoria, North Carlton. 

Discovering Buddha is a very comprehensive collection of materials, designed for 
primary school teachers, related to Buddhism and the historical and religious figure 
known as the Buddha. Students can use this resource to learn – to a high standard 
– about the tradition of Buddhism. Sections of the resource include: information 
about the teachings of Buddhism, the life of the Buddha, the Jataka tales and other 
stories of virtuous actions, meditations, special days and festivals, and more fun 
and engaging activities. 

The classroom strategies complement the Victorian Essential Learning Standards, 
especially Personal Learning, Interpersonal Development and Thinking Processes. 

Further information about this resource can be obtained by emailing 
educationinfo@bcvic.org.au or visiting the Buddhist Council of Victoria website. 

New ESL resources 

Calabrese, Immacolata & Rampone, Silvana (2007) Cross-Curricular Resources 
for Young Learners. Oxford University Press, Oxford. 

A resource book for primary teachers of English. It includes a range of useful and 
easy-to-use activities for teaching in the curriculum areas such as Science, History, 
Information Technology and Art. Activities can be used in different contexts and 
modified to suit various age groups.  

Carrasquillo, Angela L & Rodriguez, Vivian (2002) Language Minority Students, 
2nd edn. Multilingual Matters, NSW. . 
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This book synthesises much of the current second language teaching and learning 
theories and strategies and presents them in clear language. The author’s intention 
is to make mainstream teachers aware of the special attention, appropriate 
assessment, language environment, and challenging curriculum that language 
minority students need and benefit from. 

Edwards, Viv (2004) Multilingualism in the English-speaking world : pedigree 
of nations. Blackwell, Oxford. 

This book explores a range of topics related to the benefits of multilingualism. 
Drawing on real-life examples from North America, Australia and New Zealand, this 
book looks at the theoretical issues that underpin current debates and draws on 
current research. 

Gibbons, Pauline (2009) English leaners, academic literacy, and thinking : 
learning in the challenge zone. Heinemann, Portsmouth, UK. 

This resource provides guidance and support in establishing a high-support 
curriculum for English language learners. Gibbons outlines areas that enable 
English learners to participate in high-quality learning. Gibbons presents guidelines 
and instruction through examples of activities and tasks that can be used across 
the curriculum to support learning. 

McKay, Penny (2006) Assessing young language learners. Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge. 

This book provides a framework for the assessment of young language learners 
and a discussion of related research. Includes guidelines and examples of 
contexts, issues and practices of the assessment of young language learners. 

 

 

Utley, Derek (2004) Intercultural Resource Pack : Intercultural communication 
resources for language teachers. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 

A resource book aimed at developing intercultural awareness through activities that 
deal with issues such as definitions of culture, stereotypes, profiling, and 
communication. Each activity comes with detailed teachers’ notes and suggestions 
for further reading. 

Articles of interest in recent journals … 

Australian Journal of Language and Literacy 
Vol. 32, no.2 

 Chen, Honglin and Harris, Pauline. Becoming school literate parents: An ESL 
perspective. 
Paper explores how an ESL parent developed a sense of a literate identity as her 
children entered formal schooling.  

Molyneux, Paul. Education for biliteracy: Maximising the linguistic potential of 
diverse learners in Australia’s primary schools. 

Article contends that academic language proficiency in English need not be at the 
cost of supporting students’ emergent bilingualism and biliteracy. Reports on 
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bilingual education programs offering models for schools seeking to maximise 
students’ language and literacy potential. 

Literacy Learning: the Middle Years 
Vol. 17, no. 2 (June 2009) 
Norton, Patsy. A challenging middle school SOSE unit and a resource for 
teaching teachers explicit strategies to support literacy learning. 

Serialised resource featuring the first episode of a modified version of a middle 
school Study of Society unit from James Nash High School, Queensland. This 
episode includes sections on how to use the unit, unit objectives, preparation for 
learning, and giving references and titles to be used. 

Magpies 
Vol. 24, no. 2 (May 2009) 
Sheahan-Bright, Robyn. Spreading the Seeds: Australian Indigenous 
Publishing for Young People. 

Article discussing the importance of the arts in Australian indigenous culture in the 
face of European invasion and colonisation. Sheahan-Bright outlines some major 
developments in literature for young people, the growth in Indigenous publishing 
and writing, and the issues involved in producing Indigenous literature. A list of 
publishing houses that specialise in Indigenous works is included. 

Metro No. 161 
Isaacs, Bruce. The Birth of a Nation: Living on the Land in Lucky Country. 
Thorough review and discussion of Kriv Stenders’ latest film Lucky Country. Isaacs 
examines the narratives of settlement and discovery as they appear  in the film. 
Isaacs shows how Stenders’ film offers a vision of the destructive birth of a nation 
rather than the usual romanticised portrayals of this period.  
 
Clarke, Julie. Samira Makhmalbaf’s Darkness and Light At Five in the 
Afternoon. 
Article examines Samira Makhmalbaf’s At Five in the Afternoon; a film by an 
Iranian filmmaker set in Afghanistan after the fall of the Taliban. Clarke discusses 
Makhmalbaf’s penchant for using shading to reflect the transition between a 
restrictive to a more liberal society. 

Loebenstein, Ghita. Telling the Truth: Robert Connolly on Making Balibo. 

Interview with Robert Connolly about his new film Balibo. Connolly discusses the 
story of five Australian journalists – known as the Balibo Five – who were killed in 
the Indonesian invasion of East Timor in 1975 and why he decided to make a film 
about it. 

LMERC also has Shooting Balibo : blood and memory in East Timor; Tony 
Maniaty’s new book about the Balibo incident and his personal experience of it as 
a journalist. 

New Internationalist 
No. 423 (June 2009) 
Focus: China in Charge 
This issue features various articles about the influence of China and its policies. 

Practically Primary 
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Focus: The Stories We Tell 
Issue features various articles from contributors who approach stories and 
storytelling as a way of learning. 

Takarabako 
No. 20 (June 2009) 
Living with the Environment in Mind 
A feature outlining the various environmental initiatives and efforts being promoted 
in Japan. Falling under what is known as the “3Rs” (reduce, reuse, and recycle) 
are some simple ways to increase conservation and decrease waste. 

Copies of articles or information about these and other journals held by LMERC are 
available on request. (Copyright provisions apply) 

 

 

 

What’s on 

Victorian ESL Conference 2009 

The Victorian Association of TESOL and Multicultural Education presents the 
Victorian ESL Conference 2009 - Transforming ESL pedagogy: Educating for 
Success in Learning. This is a professional learning opportunity for all teachers of 
ESL – pre-school, primary, secondary and later years. The keynote speaker will be 
Prof. Beverly Derewianka – director at the Centre for Research in Language and 
Literacy, University of Wollongong. 

Details are listed below in the ‘Professional Learning Opportunities’ section. 

ALEA Conference - Sharing the Literacy Journey 

ALEA presents the second of two high quality connected conferences: 

Sharing the Literacy Journey 
Multiliteracies 
Successful Strategies for all students 

Keynote Speaker: 
Christopher Walsh Lecturer in the Faculty of Education, Deakin University. He 
teaches and researches in the areas of multiliteracies, multimodality and design. 
Other confirmed presenters include: Maureen O’Rourke, Joanne O’Mara, Brett 
McLennan. Dinner Speaker: Doug McLeod 

Between the two conferences there will be opportunity for a select number of 
teachers to participate in professional learning study groups with the purpose of 
studying a particular aspect of literacy teaching and learning. Through the study 
groups there will be opportunity for teachers to support each other; creating, 
teaching, reviewing, and documenting lessons with a deep understanding of how 
students learn and focussing on a specific area of literacy development. 
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Details are listed below in the ‘Professional Learning Opportunities’ section.  

2009 Practically Primary Conference - In the Beginning...A place to start with 
classroom literacy. 

In the beginning… is the main offering from Melbourne Local Council to you in the 
area of professional learning for 2009.  It is sure to be popular!  Please register as 
soon as you can to ensure your place. Featuring keynote addresses by Kath 
Murdoch & Terry Denton. A range of hands-on classroom strategies to take back to 
your room and use on Monday morning!   

Two workshops - selection to be made on the day. Practical workshop sessions 
include: Guided Reading; Critical Literacy; IWB Technology; Engaging Writers 
Comprehension; Refugee student needs; Phonic Awareness; Handwriting; Public 
Speaking; Literature Circles and ESL students’ needs. 

Details are listed below in the ‘Professional Learning Opportunities’ section. 

At the Immigration Museum 

Handing on the Key: Palestinians in Australia 

Temporary exhibition – until 22nd Nov 2009 

Immigration Museum Community Gallery  

Bookings & further details 99272754 

Ancient Hampi 

Temporary exhibition – until 26th Jan 2010 

Immigration Museum 

Bookings & further details 99272754 

For further information please contact. 

Jan Molloy  

Programs Co ordinator  

jmolloy@museum.vic.gov.au 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/ImmigrationMuseum/ 

 

Professional Learning Opportunities 

Date                     Event         Venue      Further information 
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Professional Learning Activities offered by Victorian Foundation for Survivors of 
Torture (VFST) can be found at: http://www.foundationhouse.org.au 

 

Calendar of important days 

The EDNA calendar for Australian schools is a comprehensive listing of special 
days, weeks and events. It can be found at: 
http://www.edna.edu.au/edna/go/schooled/schools_events 

For religious holidays and observances:  

The Interfaith calendar: http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/2007.htm 

For multicultural events and festivals in Victoria: 
http://www1.visitvictoria.com.au/displayObject.cfm/ObjectID.0007C337-47CA-
1A83-846A80C476A901EF/vvt.vhtml 
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Development), or in the case of some materials, by third 
parties (third party materials). No part may be reproduced by 
any process except in accordance with the provisions of the 
Copyright Act 1968, the National Education Access Licence 
for Schools (NEALS) (see below) or with permission. 

 

An educational institution situated in Australia which is not conducted 
for profit, or a body responsible for administering such an institution, 
may copy and communicate the materials, other than third party 
materials, for the educational purposes of the institution. 
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