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What’s new 

Education for Global and Multicultural Citizenship 
strategy 

On Friday 20 March 2009, the Department of Education and Early Childhood 

Development released ‘Education for Global and Multicultural 

Citizenship: A Strategy for Victorian Government Schools 2009 – 2013.’ 

This document outlines the Government’s vision for equipping all students 

with the skills, knowledge and attitudes needed to prosper and thrive in a 

world characterised by global mobility and cultural, political and economic 

connectivity. 

The document also defines education for global and multicultural citizenship 

and its importance in the Victorian context. Strategic directions and priority 

actions are given to assist schools in the implementation of this new strategy. 

A PDF of the strategy can be downloaded from: 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/studentlearning/programs/multicultural/about.

htm 

Cultural Diversity Quest exhibition  

An exhibition of winning entries from the Cultural Diversity Quest will be held 

at the Immigration Museum for one month starting Friday 19 June- For further 

information please contact Clare Hardie by email : 

hardie.clare.c@edumail.vic.gov.au   or by telephone; 9637 2929 

New acquisitions 

LMERC is proud to announce that we have acquired over 700 new items 

already this year! Among the new items are: Indonesian realia, a talking pen 

(with more on the way), festivals, folk tales, teaching resources, readers, and 

global perspectives. 

. 

Minister for Education Bronwyn Pike at 
the launch of the new Multicultural 
Education Strategy at the  
Cultural Diversity Quest Awards 
ceremony
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Don’t forget, you can search our online catalogue at: 

http://203.113.210.1/webopac/SearchCriteria.aspx?mode=KeywordSearch 

International Year of Natural Fibres 

2009 is the International Year of Natural Fibres; a great opportunity to 

appreciate the importance and uses of these raw materials. Cotton, hemp, 

flax, alpaca and camel fleece; these are just a few of the natural fibres we 

know and love. Natural fibres form an important component of clothing, 

upholstery and other textiles. Many of them also have industrial applications - 

in packaging, papermaking and in composite materials with many uses, 

including as parts in automobiles.  

A great website has been created to showcase the many uses and 

innovations that natural fibres provide, you can visit the website via this link: 

http://www.naturalfibres2009.org/en/index.html 

There are also brochures, posters and YouTube/DVD documentary giving 

global perspectives on natural fibres at: 

http://www.naturalfibres2009.org/en/iynf/media.html 

Multicultural Writers on the AustLit database 

The diversity of both the Australian literary community and Australian culture 
in general is shown in the Australian Multicultural Writers subset of the 

AustLit database. This subset lists biographical information and 

bibliographical descriptions of the works of over 3000 writers who identify as 

having cultural backgrounds other than Anglo-Celtic, and have been 

published both in English and in more than fifty other languages. 

The Australian Multicultural Writers subset is available to AustLit subscribers 

and at many libraries and universities around Australia. It can be accessed 

from: http://www.austlit.edu.au/specialistDatasets/MW# 

Becoming Asia Literate 

The first round of the Becoming Asia Literate: Grants to Schools opened 

online on Monday 4 May 2009 at 9am Eastern Standard Time. 

  
The Becoming Asia Literate: Grants to Schools is a key component of the 

National Asian Languages and Studies in Schools Program (NALSSP) and is 

managed by the Asia Education Foundation on behalf of the Australian 

Government. Through the NALSSP, the Australian Government is providing 

$62.4 million in funding over four years to increase opportunities for 

Australian students to become familiar with the languages and cultures of our 

Asian neighbours, namely China, Indonesia, Japan and Korea. There are 

three annual rounds and grants available range from $20K - $40K. 

Applications close on 29 May. For further information, visit the NALSSP 

website at http://www.deewr.gov.au/Schooling/NALSSP/Pages/default.aspx. 

New global education resources 

Evans, Kate (2006) Funny Weather. Myriad Editions, Brighton, UK. 
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Subtitled ‘Everything you didn’t want to know about climate change but 

probably should find out’, this book provides an approach to the serious 

issues of climate change and the greenhouse effect that is both entertaining 

and informative. Evans uses her brilliant cartoons, wit and humour to convey 

scientific facts and figures in a way that can be easily understood. A great 

way for children to learn about climate change in a way that emphasises the 

importance of individual actions and green practices. 95 pages, includes 

index. 

Hearn, Emily and Milne, Marywinn (eds.) (2008) Our new home : immigrant 

children speak. Second Story Press, USA. 

Every year, families from around the world leave their homes to start a new 

life in a new land, and they each have a story. In this book, children use their 

writing and artwork to share these stories with us. They have come from 

countries as diverse as China and India; Russia and Ghana; Malaysia and 

Argentina; Germany and Pakistan; Sri Lanka and Vietnam; the Philippines 

and Somalia. The stories, poems, and pictures in Our New Home tell of the 

fear and sadness, the excitement and challenge of children and their families 

moving to another world and forging a new sense of self in a new land. 129 

pages. 

Jambula tree : a selection of works from the Caine Prize for African 

writ ing (2008) New Internationalist Publications. 

An anthology of short stories from writers all across Africa. The collection 

features stories from The Caine Prize for African Writing; including the 2007 
Caine Prize-winning story Jambula Tree by Monica Arac de Nyeko, the 

shortlists for the 2007 and 2008 Caine Prize, and stories from a Caine writers 

workshop in 2008. 229 pages. 

Tibet’s Cry for Freedom (2008) DVD, The Tibet Project. Directed and 

produced by Lara Damiani. 

Documentary about the history of the struggle for freedom in Tibet and the 

political and human rights issues associated with Chinese occupation. The 

documentary features interviews with prominent leaders and activists who 

speak candidly about these issues. Duration: 52 minutes. 

India – Child Labour (2009) DVD, Classroom Video. 

In India there are millions of child labourers, this program tells the story of 

three such children and shows how the west contributes to their poverty. 

Duration: 25 minutes. 

Mortenson, Greg and Relin, David Oliver (2006) Three cups of tea : one 

man’s mission to promote peace… One school at a time. Penguin Books, 

Camberwell. 

After Greg Mortenson failed to successfully climb K2, he spent some time in a 

poor village in the Karakoram mountains of Pakistan. Touched by the 

kindness of the villagers, he vowed to return and build a school. Over the 

next decade, Mortenson built fifty-five schools in the region that would later 
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become the home of the Taliban. A story of adventure and the power of the 

humanitarian spirit. 349 pages, includes index. 

New ESL resources 

Coelho, Elizabeth (2004) Adding English : a guide to teaching in 

multi l ingual classrooms. Pippin, Ontario, Canada. 

A comprehensive source of ideas and advice for enhancing the learning of all 

students in all subjects and grade levels. Coelho sets out practices and 

strategies to support the language learning environment. 301 pages, includes 

glossary and index. 

Gibbons, Pauline (2006) Bridging discourses in the ESL classroom : 

students, teachers and researchers. Continuum, New York. 

Discusses the issues surrounding the value of content-based teaching in the 

ESL classroom through an innovative analysis of discourse from inside two 

fifth grade language classrooms. It makes an invaluable contribution to the 

effort to help ESL learners make a successful transition from everyday 

informal language to specialized academic registers. 

Lindstromberg, Seth (ed.) (1997) The standby book : activities for the 

language classroom. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 

An anthology of more than 100 language learning activities contributed by 33 

teachers. It includes completes lesson suggestions, activities which can be 

used to build complete lessons, and sample material. 249 pages, includes 

index and bibliography. 

Read, Carol (2007) 500 activit ies for the primary classroom. Macmillan 

Education, Oxford. 

A compendium of activities for primary language teachers of children aged 4-

12. Sets of activities cover specific areas of literacy, such as: vocabulary and 

grammar, rhymes, chants and songs, and ICT and multimedia. Each activity 

is accompanied by information about the appropriate level, the aim of the 

activity, materials needed, and the procedure. 320 pages, includes index and 

bibliography. 

Articles of interest in recent journals … 

E:lit (formerly PEN notes) 

E:update 004. Anstey, Michele and Bull, Geoff. Strategies for a Thinking 

Classroom. 

E:update 005. Kervin, Lisa. Possibi li t ies for Literacy Learning through 

Podcasting Activit ies. 

 

 

Metro No. 160 
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Walsh, Mike. You ain’t nothin’ but a slumdog: Global cinema and the 

Slumdog Mil lionaire effect. 

Thoughtful article discussing some of the criticisms that have been lodged at 

the hugely successful Slumdog Millionaire movie. Walsh tackles the debates 

of globalisation and nationalism that this film has triggered. 

New Internationalist 
No. 422 (May 2009) 

Focus: Multiculturalism 

This issues deals with the subjects of cultural diversity and identity, with 

articles on an immigrant experience of multiculturalism faith schools, 

strategies and solutions for social cohesion, and an attempt for peace 

between Israel and Palestine. 

Shine 
No. 03 (April 2009) 

Issue with a focus on global and multicultural education. Includes articles 

about the Department’s new multicultural education policy, Professor Yong 

Zhau on Global Citizenship, the Cultural Diversity Quest Awards, and the 

importance of second-language learning. Also includes an article about global 

and multicultural citizenship, featuring information about LMERC. 

Copies of articles or information about these and other journals held by 

LMERC are available on request. (Copyright provisions apply) 

 

What’s on 

1st Interfaith School Educator’s Conference 

The Jewish Christian Muslim Association (JCMA) and VCE Religion and 

Society Teacher’s Network (RASNET) invite people of ALL faiths to attend 

the 1st Interfaith School Educator’s Conference. The conference is for all 

involved in school education, including primary and secondary teachers, 

school chaplains, school welfare officers and student teachers. 

This will be an opportunity to have an interfaith experience and to discuss 

pertinent contemporary multi-faith issues relating both to the schools sector 

and the wider community. 

Details are listed below in the ‘Professional Learning Opportunities’ section. 

Victorian ESL Conference 2009 

The Victorian Association of TESOL and Multicultural Education presents the 

Victorian ESL Conference 2009 - Transforming ESL pedagogy: Educating for 

Success in Learning. This is a professional learning opportunity for all 

teachers of ESL – pre-school, primary, secondary and later years. The 

keynote speaker will be Prof. Beverly Derewianka – director at the Centre for 

Research in Language and Literacy, University of Wollongong. 

The conference planning committee is now seeking expressions of interest 

from anyone wishing to present at the ESL 2009 conference. For details of 
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abstract preparation and submission, please refer to the VATME website at: 

http://www.vatme.vic.edu.au/ESLconference09/Indexconference.htm. 

Details are listed below in the ‘Professional Learning Opportunities’ section. 

Foundation House PD at LMERC 

The refugee experience and related trauma can have a profound and long 

term impact on learning and wellbeing. Trauma and disrupted schooling pose 

large hurdles for young people as they attempt to engage in learning in the 

Australian education system. Schools play a vital role in supporting students 

in their recovery from trauma and the provision of appropriate strategies help 

rebuild a sense of safety, dignity, identity and connection to others that allow 

a space for learning and thriving. 

Foundation House presents a workshop that outlines the experiences of 

trauma shared by many of our refugee background ESL students. We will 

explore a framework for recovery and the role of teachers and schools in 

supporting students of refugee background. 

This workshop is being run to coincide with Refugee Week and UN World 

Refugee Day (20 June). The theme for Refugee Week 2009 (14 - 20 June) 

“Freedom from Fear” provides school communities with the opportunity to 

acknowledge and celebrate the outstanding contribution that refugees make 

to Australian society. A school resource kit is available at: 

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/newsevents/rwinfopack.html 

Details are listed below in the ‘Professional Learning Opportunities’ section. 

Community Languages Schools conference 

Community Languages Australia and Ethnic Schools Association of Victoria 

present the 7th National Community Languages Schools Conference; 
Languages, Culture and Sport : Building Bridges to a Cohesive Society. 

Keynote speakers include: 

·  Prof Joe Lo Bianco – University of Melbourne, Chair of Language 

and Literacy Education Associate Dean (Global Relations and 

Knowledge Transfer) 

·  Prof Joseph Camilleri – Latrobe University, director at the Centre for 

Dialogue 

·  Dr. Jane Orton – University of Melbourne, senior lecturer Modern 

Languages Education. 

Details are listed below in the ‘Professional Learning Opportunities’ section. 

 

 

Engaging with Australian African Communities workshop 
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Diversity Connect International presents this professional development 

workshop about African Refugees and Migrants in Australia. Presented by Dr 

Berhan Ahmed, Founder of the African Think Tank; a highly experienced 

trainer and community spokesperson and leader. 

The workshop will cover the following topics: 

·  An overview of the religions 

·  An overview of African Communities in Australia 

·  The challenges faced by African refugees and migrants in accessing 

services 

·  Cultural and religious traits and sensitivities 

·  Suggested approaches for better engagement with the African 

Communities in Australia 

·  Challenging myths and stereotypes 

·  Various case studies and success stories of African refugees and 

migrants. 

Details are listed below in the ‘Professional Learning Opportunities’ section. 

Dragonkeeper/Hero; Studies of Asia Workshop 

Author Carole Wilkinson will provide insights into how she researched the 

Han Dynasty of China to write and present the ‘Dragonkeeper’ series. 

Excerpts from the Chinese film ‘Hero’ also set in the Han Dynasty will be 

shown alongside Units of work, a presentation by students, and a wide range 

of resources to support this area of study. A Peking duck dinner will also be 

served. 

This event will take place on 27th May between 5pm and 8pm at the 

Australian Centre for the Moving Image, Federation Square. To register, 

email participant names, school name, fax and phone number to Maggie 

Catterall maggie@smfootscray.catholic.edu.au or Diane Campisano 

campisano.diane.m@edumail.vic.gov.au by Friday 23rd May. 

An email confirmation with final details will be sent about a week before the 

event. 

How real is climate change? 

Ecolinc celebrates Education Week this year with a sustainability program 

suitable for kindergarten - Year 10 students. Students will complete the 

Sustainability Trail, participate in a series of hands-on energy and water 

saving activities, and assess their individual energy and water use using 

Greenhouse Calculator and Water Calculator computer programs. 

The program runs from 18th – 22 May. Free Sustainability programs will 

operate on Tuesday 20 May, Wednesday 21 May and Thursday 22 May. Half 

day or full day programs can be arranged. To book, please contact Suzanne 

Clark on 5367 0171 or email ecolinc@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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At the Immigration Museum 

Ancient Hampi: The Hindu Kingdom Brought to Life 

Temporary exhibition – until 26 Jan 2010 

Immigration Museum Education Centre  

Bookings & further details 99272754 

CMY 20th anniversary exhibition 

Temporary exhibition - until 7 June 

Bookings & further details 99272754 

For further information please contact. 

Jan Molloy  

Programs Co ordinator  

jmolloy@museum.vic.gov.au 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/ImmigrationMuseum/ 

 

Professional Learning Opportunit ies 

Date                     Event         Venue      Further information 

Please 
call for 
more 
informati
on  

Topics on 
screen - topic 
based 
screening 
programs for 
early years 
and middle 
years 

ACMI 

Fed Square 

Website flyer available: 

http://www.acmi.net.au/film_keylearning

.aspx 

For more information and bookings, call 

03 8663 2441  

or email screeneducation@acmi.net.au 

9:30am 
– 
3:30pm 
on 
various 
dates 
(see 
flyer) 

Aus Gov 
Quality 
Teacher 
Programme; 
Consumer and 
financial 
literacy 
professional 
learning 
program 

Various 
locations 
across 
Victoria. 

Liz Aird liz.aird@sev.asn.au 

Flyer available: 
http://www.sev.asn.au/teachers/financial
-literacy.html 

26th May Primary PD 
Day for 
Teachers of 
German 

Hemisphere 
Conference 
Centre - 488 
South Rd  
Moorabbin 

To register, email participant names, 
school name, fax and phone number to: 

Maggie Catterall 
maggie@smfootscray.catholic.edu.au 

OR Diane Campisano 
campisano.diane.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
by Friday 23rd May. 
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27th 
May, 
5pm – 
8pm 

Dragonkeeper
/Hero 
workshop 

 

ACMI Fed 
Square 

For more information and to register 
online: 

http://www.edpd.com.au/workshop.asp?
i=34 

 

29th May 
9:30am 
– 
3:30pm 

Towards 
Independent 
Learning: 
Scaffolds, 
Structures and 
Strategies for 
the Middle 
Years 
Classroom 

Australian 
Institute of 
Management 
– 81 Fitzroy 
St, St Kilda 

For registration and further information, 
email: 
juriansz.kelly.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

16th 
June 
4:30 – 
6pm 

(refresh
ments 
and 
registrati
on from 
4.15pm) 

The Refugee 
Experience 
and the 
Impact on 
Education 

LMERC – 
150 
Palmerston 
Street, 
Carlton 

For further information, contact Fahry 
Abubaker on 9349 2400 or email 
abubaker.fahry.f@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

27th 
June, 
9:30am 
– 4pm 
(registra
tion 
8:45am) 

Community 
Languages 
Schools 
Conference 

Asia 
Education 
Centre -
University of 
Melbourne, 
Swanston St 

For more information and to download a 
registration form: 
http://www.vatme.vic.edu.au/ESLconfer
ence09/Indexconference.htm 

Full details will be posted on the 
website by 1 June, 2009. 

 

 

Professional Learning Activities offered by Victorian Foundation for Survivors 

of Torture (VFST) can be found at: http://www.foundationhouse.org.au 

Calendar of important days 

The EDNA calendar for Australian schools is a comprehensive listing of 

special days, weeks and events. It can be found at: 

http://www.edna.edu.au/edna/go/schooled/schools_events 

For religious holidays and observances:  

The Interfaith calendar: http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/2007.htm 

 

For multicultural events and festivals in Victoria: 

http://www1.visitvictoria.com.au/displayObject.cfm/ObjectID.0007C337-47CA-

1A83-846A80C476A901EF/vvt.vhtml 
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8th-

24th 

May 

National Public 

Education Week 

http://www.aeuact.asn.au/promoting-public-education.html 

18th 

May 

International 

Museum Day 

http://icom.museum/imd.html 

21st 

May 

National Public 

Education Day 

http://www.aeuact.asn.au/promoting-public-education.html 

21st 

May 

World Day for 
Cultural Diversity 
for Dialogue and 
Development 

http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/cultural_diversity/ 

22nd 

May 

National 

Mathematics Day 

http://www.aamt.edu.au 

22nd 

May 

International 

Biological 

Diversity Day 

http://www.environment.gov.au/...diversity/international-day.html 

25th-

31st 

May 

Australian Library 

and Information 

Week 

http://www.alia.org.au/advocacy/liw/ 

26th 

May 

Australian 

Schools National 

Sorry Day 

http://www.nsdc.org.au/...n=com_content&task=view&id=59&Itemid=36 

27th 

May 

National 

Simultaneous 

Storytime 

http://www.alia.org.au/advocacy/storytime/ 

1st 

June 

MS Readathon: 

start reading 

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/ 

3rd 

June 

Mabo Day http://www.takver.com/history/ph_maboday.htm 

5th 

June 

World 

Environment Day 

http://www.unep.org/wed/ 

14-21 

June 

Refugee Week http://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/ 

20th 

June 

World Refugee 

Day 

http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/refugee/ 
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