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To:
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Subject:
B026-2006 DE&T MAIL Bulletin for week ending 14 July 2006
Department of Education and Training
Victoria

For all principals, and central and regional staff
S211-2006 - New Student Report Cards Implementation and ongoing monitoring 
Over 750 schools across the State have used DE&T or commercial software to implement the new report cards in semester 1. My congratulations are extended to these schools for achieving the implementation of this new initiative so successfully.  

My appreciation is also extended to those schools that have provided feedback during the semester as well as on completion of the first issue of the report cards. This feedback has been critical in enabling the Department to respond to issues in a timely manner during the semester. It will now also play a key role in informing initial monitoring outcomes.
As indicated last term, a monitoring process has been put in place that will combine feedback and comments already supplied by schools, with further information which will be collected for analysis at the system level.  

Focus areas for monitoring include:

· Software training and support.  

If your school is using the DE&T reporting software, your report coordinator will shortly receive a brief survey seeking feedback on the training and support provided by the software provider. This survey can be completed online. We would be grateful if your coordinator could complete the survey by 28 July.

· Data analysis at the system level focussing on trends in A-E rating allocations. 

If your school has installed the DE&T reporting software, your report coordinator will shortly receive instructions about an upgrade that will need to be made to enable uploading of this semester’s data to CASES 21.  Full details will be forwarded to your report coordinator with the survey email above. 

The upload and upgrade do not need to be made until you are ready to start the process of preparing semester two reports. However, we would be grateful if you would upload your semester one data to CASES 21 by 28 July to inform the monitoring process. Please note that the data collection and analysis will all occur at a systemic level only and will not involve the identification of individual school data.

· Software training manual.  

A small focus group of coordinators will shortly review the training manual. Any comment you would like to provide on the training manual would be welcomed at assessment.reporting@edumail.vic.gov.au.

· Feedback already provided.
A thorough analysis of feedback already provided by schools, professional and community associations on issues such as the number of progression points available in Prep, is already underway. 

If you would like to contribute any further feedback at this point on this or other issues, please email: assessment.reporting@edumail.vic.gov.au
Dr Dahle Suggett

Deputy Secretary

Office of Learning and Teaching

