Department of Education and Training
Victoria

For all principals, and central and regional staff
S145-2006 - New Student Report Cards 


Approximately 700 schools across the State will be using DE&T or commercial software to implement the new report cards this semester. The majority of these schools will be utilising the new DE&T software to assist them in this process.  Others are using commercial software to meet the new reporting requirements.  For your information, we anticipate Catholic schools will use similar reporting guidelines this semester. 

The rollout of the DE&T software has now been completed.  In response to requests for additional support further training will be made available.  Schools should now have received information about the additional support available from 22 May.  Regional briefings, which will include an opportunity to view the DE&T software, will occur early in term 3 for those schools yet to decide on software.

Thank you for your considerable input on ensuring the change to reporting is successful.  Below are details on a number of key issues where principals and others have sought clarification.  

Teacher judgements to reflect spread of student achievement

A key purpose of the new report cards is to provide parents with a clearer picture of their child’s progress against expected statewide standards.  As teachers make decisions about student progress against the Victorian Essential Learning Standards in the coming weeks, principals are requested to remind them of the need to make judgements that accurately reflect the range of achievement which could be expected in most classes. 

In some schools there are differences between CSF teacher judgment data and AIM data on student achievement.  AIM data generally indicates a wider spread of student achievement within a year level than is indicated by CSF data.  While the judgements are made at different times of the year and using different assessment evidence, a level of correlation would be expected especially in terms of the spread of student achievement. 

Assessment maps and progression points have been developed to assist teachers to make accurate and consistent judgements against the English and Mathematics standards. We have received very positive feedback on their value.  Progression points and assessment maps will be made available for the other domains throughout this year.

Two workshops on using the standards, progression points and assessment maps are now available on the Flagship Strategy 1: Student Learning website. Workshop 1 is an overview of the standards, progression points and assessment maps. Workshop 2 is about using the standards, progression points and assessment maps to make on-balance judgments and improve consistency of outcomes. The workshops can be accessed at 

http://www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/blueprint/fs1/guidelines/progression_points/about_PP.asp
Trusting professional judgement 

A frequently asked question from teachers is ‘Does a student need to have achieved every aspect of a standard to be judged as at that standard?’ The answer is that teachers should use their best judgement to determine which standard or progression point descriptor best matches the evidence gained over the semester 

Teachers are asked to use their professional skills to make an overall judgement about student progress at the dimension level using the standards, progression points and assessment maps. This judgment will be evidence-based and holistic. That is, based on the evidence gained from the range of formal and informal assessment tasks and activities undertaken over the semester, an overall, on-balance judgement is made about which standard or progression point the evidence best matches. 

Support for parents in interpreting the reports 

As advised earlier, a communication strategy is currently in place to provide parents with further information about the new report cards. The implementation of A-E ratings which are linked to statewide standards is being emphasised. The print and television campaign has commenced. Parent brochures will be shortly sent to schools.

In addition, a one page insert has been developed which schools may choose to enclose with their reports. The purpose of this insert is to provide parents with further information on the new reports including the A-E ratings when they receive their child’s report. The insert is able to be modified at the school level to best meet the needs of your school community.

The insert is attached and can also be accessed from the Student Reports website at http://www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/studentreports/support/index.htm. An article to include in school newsletters is also available at this site together with a presentation that could be used with parents at an information session.

On going monitoring of assessment and reporting 

My appreciation is extended to those schools that have provided feedback during the semester on the rollout of the software. Your responses have been an important source of feedback and have enabled the Department to respond to issues in a timely manner.

As with the implementation of all of the Flagship 1: Student Learning initiatives, we will be seeking your feedback on the implementation of the new report cards.  A process will be put in place early in term 3 to collect your feedback which will then be combined with information collected at the system level.  Based on existing feedback from schools, areas which will be monitored include assessment for Prep; the spread of A-E ratings and software training and support.
Thank you for your endeavours in this important initiative. 





Dahle Suggett

Deputy Secretary

Office of Learning and Teaching
_1209894525.doc
Dear Parent


The Victorian Government announced last year that new student report cards would be introduced in Victorian schools from 2006. The new report card is designed to provide you with a clear picture of your child’s progress that is easy to understand, and consistent from one school to another.  


The report has a graph to give you a clear overview of what your child has achieved, as well as more detailed comments from your child’s teachers - and in most cases, also from your child - on progress made and the next steps forward.  


The ‘A’-‘E’ ratings and comments that are on your child’s report show you what your child has achieved, not against the other students in your child’s class or year level, but against statewide standards.  


You might remember receiving marks, comments, or ‘A’s, ‘B’s, ‘C’s, or even ‘D’s or ‘E’s when you were at school.  Although useful, these ratings were often not consistent from one school to another. In some schools, for example, a ‘C’ would mean ‘barely adequate’, in others ‘satisfactory’, and in others ‘not good enough’.  A ‘B’ rating could mean ‘quite good’ in one school, ‘very good’ in another, and ‘about average’ in another. 


In reading this report it is important to remember that the ‘A’ to ‘E’ ratings have a specific meaning that is consistent in all Victorian schools. On the new report card, no matter which school your child attends, a ‘B’ rating will always mean that your child is above the statewide standard expected at the time of year.  A ‘C’ rating will always mean your child has achieved the statewide standard expected at this time of the year, and their learning is firmly on track.


The box headed ‘Ratings’ on the report card tells you exactly what each of the ‘A’-‘E’ ratings means, and it is important to refer to these, as well as the more detailed written comments, to get a clear picture of your child’s progress against the standards. 

Another key feature of the new report cards is that they aim to involve all teachers, students and parents in the reporting process.  On the last page of your child’s report there is a space for you to write comments.  After reading the report, please add any comments you may have on your child’s progress, and return the page to the school.  


Our school is committed to ensuring that everyone at our school has the best opportunity to achieve their full potential.  The new student report cards are a key aspect of that commitment.  They are designed to clearly document your child’s achievement to date, as well as the next steps in their learning. 

Any questions or comments about the new report card, or the reporting process are therefore very welcome. If you need any further information, or you have any questions or comments, please contact me.


Signature





