Department of Education and Early Childhood Development – Victoria
For all schools and principals
S185-2011 School Start Bonus – State Budget Announcement
Main Points

· It was announced in the 2011-12 Victorian State Budget that the School Start Bonus (SSB) payment of $300 will be targeted to provide assistance to those families most in need.

· Commencing in 2012, eligibility for the School Start Bonus will be based on similar eligibility criteria to the Education Maintenance Allowance i.e. the parent/guardian must be the holder of a valid concession card, such as a Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card.

· Funding will assist eligible families of Prep and Year 7 students to meet the costs of sending their child to school.
	Actions Required

· Schools must ensure that any communications to parents regarding the School Start Bonus for 2012 do not make reference to the previous non means-tested eligibility criteria.


Critical Dates

· N/A

Additional Information

· Details of the changes to the current arrangements and associated processes are yet to be determined. Further information about the targeted School Start Bonus will be provided once the changed arrangements and processes are finalised.

· For details of this budget announcement contact the Department’s Family Payments Unit on 9637 3137 or see the Victorian State Budget website: http://www.budget.vic.gov.au/budget.html
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