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What is Legionella? 

Definition:

Legionella species are the causative agent of the human Legionnaires' disease and the lesser form, Pontiac fever.  Legionella transmission is via aerosols—the inhalation of mist droplets containing the bacteria.  Common sources may include cooling towers, domestic hot water systems, fountains, and similar disseminators that tap into a public water supply.  Natural sources of Legionella include freshwater ponds and creeks.

Person-to-person transmission of Legionella has not been demonstrated. 

The bacteria which cause Legionella's disease can grow in water at temperatures between 20C and 45C, and require temperatures of 60C to be killed.  Note that it is important that the system is set to heat to at least 60C.

Contact your local plumber if any concerns.
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