[image: image1.emf]

Improve winter sealing of rooms

With a DIY (do it yourself) approach, aim to block all obvious holes and gaps in the room, including ceiling and wall vents. There is also an opportunity to reduce air leaks with weather strips on doors and windows.

Take care when working with ceilings – always ensure that occupational health and safety (OH&S) risk assessments are undertaken before working at heights.

You can also ask your maintenance person to block off wall vents, use covers on any remaining evaporative coolers that don't have a self closing vent and seal over unused fans or air conditioners. The outside air supplied needs to comply with the minimum outside air established in Australian Standard AS1662.1991. 

Where ventilation is required in summer, ask for removable covers to be installed over vents that can be easily removed at the end of winter and replaced at the start of the following winter.

A more professional, but also more expensive approach, would be to have a ”blower door” test undertaken. In this test a fan is fitted in the door frame and sucks air out of the building. Pressure measurements can be used to determine how leaky the building is, and a smoke pencil to identify where the leakage is coming from.
The payback in energy savings may be relatively high, but one would also expect the comfort of these rooms to improve noticeably.
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