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Getting started in your
local kindergarten

What is kindergarten?

Kindergarten is an early learning program for

children in the year before school. When attending a
kindergarten program your child’s self-confidence,
ability to use and recognise language and physical

skills are developed through play, art, dance, music,
movement and interacting with others. Most importantly
the kindergarten experience provides your child the
opportunity to learn.

What can | expect?

e Aprogram delivered in accordance with the Victorian
Early Years Learning and Development Framework.

e Abroad range of experiences for your child that cater
for all areas of learning.

e Focus on knowing your child and providing experiences
that match each child’s needs, strengths and interests.

e Learning that will happen through your child’s active
participation and through play based activities
and experiences.

e Preparation of a Transition Learning and Development
Statement for your child’s transition into school the
following year.

You will be given information about your child and her or
his experiences, and you will also be consulted, supported
and encouraged to share your ideas and insights.




Where are kindergartens located?

Kindergarten programs are provided in stand alone centres,
child care centres, children’s centres and primary schools.
Kindergartens are sometimes called ‘preschools’.

How do I find a kindergarten program?

Locate a kindergarten program in your local area by visiting
www.education.vic.gov.au/findaservice or contact your
local council. Contact details for your local council can be
found at www.localgovernment.vic.gov.au

How to enrol?

Enrolment can vary across services. Contact your local
kindergarten or council for more information on how to enrol.

State-Funded kindergarten programs

The Victorian Government funds
arange of services to provide a
kindergarten program to support

critical learning in the early years.
rogram
Look for the kindergarten certificate Certificate 20;,

on display. The certificate shows that
the program has been developed
and delivered by a qualified early
childhood teacher and funded by
the State Government.

Kindergarten fee subsidy — free kindergarten

The Government provides additional funding to services
so that eligible children can receive 10.75 hours per week
of kindergarten at no cost. The following families and their
children are entitled to the kindergarten fee subsidy:

e Concession card holders with a Health Care Card,
Pensioner Concession Card or Department of Veterans’
Affairs Gold Card.

¢ People with Temporary Protection/Humanitarian
Visas 447, 451, 785 and 786; Asylum Seeker Bridging
Visas A—F; Refugee or Special Humanitarian Visas
200-217; and Resolution of Status (RoS) Visa,
Class CD, Subclass 851.

e All three and four year old
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children.

e Triplets and quadruplets
attending kindergarten in
the same year.

You will need to show staff your concession card or visa
when you enrol your child at kindergarten.

Koorie families can ask their Koorie Engagement Support
Officer to help with enrolling their child in kindergarten.
To contact a Koorie Engagement Support Officer or a
Children’s Services Adviser, please contact your nearest
regional office (listed below).

If kindergarten goes for longer than 10.75 hours per week
you may have to pay a small top-up fee.

For more information on the kindergarten fee subsidy
visit www.education.vic.gov.au/kindergarten/feesubsidy

Find out more

For more information on kindergarten programs

visit www.education.vic.gov.au/kindergarten

or call your Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development regional office (listed below).

Metropolitan regions

Eastern Metropolitan Region 9265 2400
Northern Metropolitan Region 9488 9488
Western Metropolitan Region 9291 6500
Southern Metropolitan Region 9794 3555
Barwon South Western Region 5225 1000
Gippsland Region 5127 0400
Grampians Region 5337 8444
Hume Region 5761 2100
Loddon Mallee Region 54403111



Multilingual resources

Brochures and posters in a variety of languages
can be viewed at www.education.vic.gov.au/
kindergarten/brochures

If you would like to speak with an interpreter
about kindergarten, call the Interpreter Service
on 1300 200 680.

Interpreter Service — 1300 200 680

Ambharic -0AZICE ANOVECATL WIANT (7% Aer LD )
Arabic - (@uiloo AULS o) dusy el a3 UL duga oll daoyill dosd
Cantonese - XA 2R (RBEEE)

Dinka -Te k33r yin kuony de thénjian, keyin yuope athook de Dinka
(telepun abac)

Hindi - et g e STera (w1
Khmer - sdnSeasn urEushmang
Korean - 5t=0{ 8 MH|A (F2 E3})
Macedonian-3a npeBeayBauKa cny»6a Ha MakegoHCKu (becnnateH NoBuK)
Mandarin - &i@iE(& 2RSS (2R BT
Nuer -Ke kui luca ke thuok Nuddri (yoat ke telepuon de ban)

&

Russian - Ecnv Bam Heobxoanmbl ycnyrn nepeBoaumka  pycckoro A3blka
(no3BoHUTE NO 6ecnnaTHOMy HOMepy)

Serbian -3a Tymauerbe Ha cprickom (becnnaraH nosuB)
Sinhalese -8o0@ @B 5005HD D6 BED (6206E FORT)

Somali -Adeegyada Turjumaanka ee af Soomaaliga ah (wicitaan lacag la’aanta ah)
Spanish - Para obtener servicios de interpretacion en espanol (llamada gratuita)
Tagalog - Para sa serbisyong pang-interpreter sa Tagalog (libreng tawag)

Turkish -Tirkce terclimanlik servisi igin (licretsiz arama)

Vietnamese -DE€ lién lac véi dich vu théng ngén tiéng Viét (goi mién phi)
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