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Multilingual resources
Brochures and posters in a variety of languages can  
be viewed at www.education.vic.gov.au/ 
kindergarten/brochures

If you would like to speak with an interpreter  
about kindergarten, call the Interpreter Service  
on 1300 200 680.



Quality kindergarten programs provide an important 
start for children. They help with their language and 
development, social interactions and self confidence. 
Kindergarten also helps to prepare them for success at 
school and in later life.

The things your child learns at 
kindergarten makes going to  
school easier.

Kindergarten programs are provided in stand alone 
centres, child care centres, children’s centres and 
primary schools. Kindergartens are sometimes  
called preschools.

What is Early Start Kindergarten
Early Start Kindergarten means that eligible 3 year old 
children can attend a kindergarten program for up to 
10.75 hours per week for free. This will apply in  licensed 
children’s services, including long day care settings, 
where a kindergarten program is being planned and 
delivered by an early childhood teacher.

Through Early Start Kindergarten, kindergarten 
services are encouraged to enrol the child for a place 
in a kindergarten program for the following year. It is 
important to enrol your child as early as possible.

Who is eligible?
Early Start Kindergarten is available to 3 year old 
children, aged at least three, by the 30th of April in the 
year they enrol and known to Child Protection, including 
those referred directly from Child Protection to Child 
FIRST. All 3 year old Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children are also eligible for a kindergarten program of 
up to 10.75 hours per week for free.

How to Enrol
1.	 Locate a kindergarten in your area by visiting www.

education.vic.gov.au.au/findaservice or contact your 
local council. Contact details for your local council can 
be found at www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/localgovernment  

2.	 Talk directly with the kindergarten service and 
tell them your child is eligible for Early Start 
Kindergarten. Ask the service if they have a 
kindergarten space available for a 3 year old child. 
The service will then provide a kindergarten program 
for your child of up to 10.75 hours per week for free.

3.	 Ask about enrolling your child in a kindergarten 
program for the following year.

What about next year?
Kindergarten programs for 4 year old children will build 
on the strengths your child will develop when they are  
3 years old.

All 4 year old children who have an eligible concession 
card or visa, who are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
or triplet or quadruplet (attending in the same year) can 
access 10.75 hours of kindergarten a week for free.

Further Information
For more information talk to your  
Child Protection or Child FIRST/ 
Family Services practitioner or  
Koorie Engagement Support Officer.

You can also contact your regional Children’s  
Services Advisor.  Contact details can be found  
at www.education.vic.gov.au/about/ 
contact/regions.htm 

For more information about Early Start 
Kindergarten visit www.education.vic.gov.au/ 
kindergarten/earlystart
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