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Dear Parent/Guardian

I am pleased to declare the 2011 Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge open and | invite your child/children to
participate in what promises to be an exciting event this year.

The Challenge promotes the importance of reading among students in Victorian schools and encourages parents
and families to support their children’s reading in and beyond school.

As patron of the Premiers’ Reading Challenge, | am proud to invite former Premiers to lend their support and
prestige to this important literacy initiative.

As this year is my first Challenge, I’d like to encourage students who haven’t participated before to sign up, and
join their classmates in reading as many books as possible.

For students in Prep to Year 2 the challenge is to read or ‘experience’ 30 books and for students in Years 3 to 10
the challenge is to read 15 books. If your children are learning to read, you can help them to ‘experience’ books
by reading to or with them and talking about the story. As your children become better readers, you can continue
to build their confidence, help them select appropriate books, read with them and talk about books.

Very soon, I’ll announce some exciting new Reading Challenge Ambassadors, as well as our new Challenge
Champions, who will be talking and writing about their love of reading and encouraging children to read more
books than ever before.

It is also with great pleasure that | announce our collector’s series of certificates will continue in 2011, with
another special guest illustrator designing this year’s masterpiece. We’ll unveil that design later in the year.

For more information about the Challenge and the new initiatives, visit the website at
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc or contact your child’s school.

| look forward to recognising the achievements of students who successfully complete the 2011 Challenge and to
working in partnership with you to promote a lifelong love of reading in our children.

Yours sincerely

—

—

The Hon. Ted Baillieu, MP
Premier of Victoria
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