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INTERPRETATION OF REsSuULTS

The schoolOs VCE results can minus one standard deviation from Bhe Note that when comparing the
be interpreted by following a mean (the shaded rectangle). Sixteenperformance of boys and girls,
simple procedure: percent of students are in the top it is also the position of the mean

section and the same proportion|in  and the standard deviation that
1 Compare the schoolOs distribution ofthe lower section (see figure belaw). should be considered.
CAT grades with the state results.
(Note that the statewide CAT grad8. Compare the schoolOs mean scoré.a@bmpare the performance of the
distributions were sent to schools standard deviation with the mean school with schools in other Olike®

with information about their VCE score for the Olike® school group andschool groups with different student
results by Standards and for the best performing school in|the population characteristics.
Accountability in February2200 group. The highest and lowest points
Does the schoolOs distribution of refer to the performance of individual Repeat the procedure for
results fit the state profile or is the  students. These are provided for Mathematical Methods and Further
distribution skewed positively or interest but have little comparative =~ Mathematics
negatively against the state profile? value in terms of the performance
What is the proportion of A+, A of an entire VCE cohort. 8. Other data, such as ¥&ar
and other grades achieved by the completion and Yeaid 12
school compared with the state profdle?Note that when the number of apparent retention, VCE provision,
students undertaking a particular destination of exit students,
2. Compare the schoolOs mean study study is small (ie fewer #rihe geographical location and type of

scores in English with the state meanaverage study score is still reliable. school will also add value to
The state results also give the standartiowever, care needs to be taken in judgements of VCE performance
deviation for all the students in the considering the distribution; a few  and should also be considered.
state. Sixty eight per cent of studentshigh or low performing students

will score within the range plus and can distort the distribution.

Figurg Distribution of VCE study scores.

-« Highest score (may be one student only)

68% of all students achieve in this

Mean_____ o o
range of + or B one standard deviation

<« Lowest score (may be one student only)

[5]



MAKING JUDGEMENTS

The key questions to be answered in
consideration of the school’s VCE

results are:

B Is the school’s performance

considered satisfactory?

B Where is there scope for

improvement?

In developing answers to these questions
any available data on previous VCE
performance, Year 11 — 12 apparent
retention rate, the Year 12 completion
rate, the destination of exit students,
comparisons with ‘like” schools and with
the state as a whole should all be taken
into account. Although VCE results
compared with schools with similar
student populations represent one
element of achievement, the proportions
of students in Years 10, 11, and 12 who
are able to find employment or places in
technical, further or higher education is

also an important achievement measure.




DISTRIBUTION OF ALL CATS FOR
2000 VCE RESULTS
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DISTRIBUTION OF
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2000 VCE
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COMPARISON OF STUDY SCORE DISTRIBUTION FOR
GIRLS IN COEDUCATIONAL AND ALL GIRL SCHOOLS
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COMPARISON OF STUDY SCORE DISTRIBUTION FOR
‘LIKE’ SCHOOL GROUP 3 AND SELECTED ENTRY SCHOOLS
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The boundaries of each of the OlikeO school groups can also be shown on a graph.

Proportion of EMA/Youth Allowance recipients

When all thé ¥ schools in OlikeO school group 5 are plotted, the position of the example school with a LOTE proportior
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and EMA/Youth Allowance of 0.3 can be seen in relation to others in the group.
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The position of the school in relation to all VCE provider schools in the state is shown on the following graph.
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IDENTIFYING THE RELEVANT ‘LIKE’ SCHOOL GROUP

The August census form contains all EMA/YOUTH ALLOWANCE and the | spoken at home. An example of the
information required to calculate the proportion of students where a language census form is given below.
proportion of students in receipt of other than English is the main language
AucusT CENSUS FORM DATE PRINTED:02/08/00
Year of EMA/ Not English Total FTE
Education Youth Allowance spoken at home
P
1
etc.
12
Total FTE 250 117 833

In order to calculate the proportions for a particular school, three figures from the

census form are required.
B the total number of students attending the school,

B the number of students at the school for whom English is not the main language

spoken at home and
B the number in receipt of either EMA or YOUTH ALLOWANCE.

This information is available from the totals row of the census form, for example:

Proportion of EMA /Youth Allowance = Number of students receiving EMA/Y.A.

total number of students in the school.

= 250/833
= 0.30

Proportion of NESB = Number of students where a LOTE

is the main language at home

total number of students in the school.

= 117/833
= 014

This places the school in ‘like” school group S.
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